Angiogenesis and anti-angiogenesis in hepatocellular carcinoma.
Experimental and clinical data indicate that in human hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) tumor progression is associated with angiogenesis and that an increase in microvascular density is associated with a poor prognosis. This review summarizes the literature concerning the relationship between angiogenesis and progression in HCC. It is becoming increasingly evident that agents which interfere with blood vessel formation also block tumor progression. Accordingly, anti-angiogenic tumor therapy has gained much interest in preclinical and clinical assessments. The recent applications of anti-angiogenic agents which interfere or block HCC progression are reviewed.